Monroe  County  Farmers  Institute 


59 


to  the  spen:^er.  The  more  business  we  do  at  home  the 
more  business  we  will  have  and  where  business  is  all 
the  time  and  expanding  all  the  time  is  wliere  people  will 
Iocs  to  to  get  a  large  s'iare  of  evergrowing  prosperity 
for  themselves.  The  trade-at-home  policy  is  the  es- 
sence Oi'  good  common  business  sense. 

To  spend  your  money  where  you  make  it.  is  the 
only  right  principle  and  is  the  one  that  will  win  real  suc- 
cess. John  Watson. 

THE  USES  AND  ABUSES  OF  THE  TELEPHONE. 
Lulu  Clark 

The  uses  and  abuses  of  the  telep'hone  are  many,  and 
what  at  one  time  would  be  a  use, might  at  another  time 
bo  an  abuse. 

In  case  of  sickness  of  some  member  of  the  family 
or  even  of  some  neighbor's  family,  the  telephone  is  of 
p'reat  use,  for  by  calling  physician  in  that  way,  much 
time  is  saved  and  often  the  life  of  a  patient  depends  on 
whether  t'be  doctor  arrives  in  time  jr  not, — and  again 
this  sam,e  use  may  ha^e  its  abuse,  for  many  times  people 
are  over-anxious  to  hear  who  wants  the  doctor,  or  if  they 
get  tlie  doctor  and  then  wdth  so  many  phones  open  as  are 
on  the  average  country  line  it  is  something  almost  im- 
possible to  get  central. 

The  telephone  is  of  great  use  to  the  farmer.  When 
he  wishes  to  send  a  message  to  a  neighbor,  or  the  cattle 
are  in  his  corn  or  other  grain,  a  message  by  telephone 
saves  time,  grain,  patience,  and  perhaps  a  number  of 
sicl:  stock. 

I  have  known  of  cases  where  s^tolen  teams  have 
been  rescuei  and  the  thief  caught  by  the  prompt  use  of 
the  rural  telephone,  which  indeed  was  a  great  help. 

Many  farm^ers  sell  their  produce  by  means  of  the 
telephone  for  the  merchant  knows  who  i^as  good  apples, 
potatoes,  corn,  hay,  timothy  seed,  butter  and  so  forth, 
and  if  his  supply  runs  s'hort  he  calls  the  farmer  and 
often  gets  what  he  wants.  The  farmn:  calls  the  mer- 
chant to  find  the  prices  of  different  articles  produced  on 
the  farm  and  he  calls  the  stock  buyer  to  find  the  current 
prices  of  cattle  or  hogs. 

Xo'w,  of  course,  the  farmer's  wife  is  benefitted  by  all 
this,  but  we  must  speak  of  her  also. 

S'ho  is  always  busy  with  all  the  work  a  larnier's 
wife  must  have,  and  the  making  of  a  happy  home  for 
her  husband  and  family.     She  has  but  little  time  to 
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visit  among  her  neighbors  or  relati'^es  who  are  ffeveral 
miles  distant,  but  she  can  go  to  the  phone  and  call  her 
frien:!s  and  'have  a  friendly  chat,  and  find  out  the  latest 
news  or  fashion  which  is  so  dear  to  a  'woman,  then  go 
about  her  work  as  happy  and  light-hearted  as  in  rhe 
days  when  she  had  no  family  cares,  and  when  her  hus- 
band comes  to  'his  noonday  meal,  she  is  still  in  good 
Sipirits  and  tells  what  has  been  said  over  the  phone  and 
he  thinks  to  himself  how  much  comfort  we  get  oat  of  our 
telephone! 

And  this  good  wife  and  mother  sometimes  abuses 
this  right,  for  when  things  go  wrong  at  school  and  her 
son  or  daughter  has  been  m^istreated  she  goes  to  the 
phone,  calls  the  teacher  and  tries  to  right  matters  over 
the  phone,  before  she  has  'heard  anything  about  the  in- 
cident except  what  her  little  ones  can  tell. 

Now  teachers  are  as  deserving  of  respect  as  any 
other  class  of  people,  and  it  is  quite  a  mark  of  ill- 
breeding  for  any  one  to  call  the  teacher  over  the  phone 
and  tell  her  how  she  s'hould  teach  and  control  her 
school  for  she  has  a  license  to  teach  and  the  wife  or 
mother  usually  has  not.  The  people  who  do  this  are  us- 
ually the  ones  that  are  not  sincere  enough  to  go  the 
teacher  iprivately  and  tell  their  grie'vances,  or  the  ones 
that  never  visit  school  and  still  think  they  know  'what 
goes  on  there.  We  are  thankful  that  these  people 
who  do  this  are  few  and  far  between. 

Much  benefit  is  gained  from  exchange  of  recipes 
among  the  wives,  exchange  of  methods  of  farming 
amonj^  the  husbands,  and  the  young  people,  as  well  as 
the  older  ones  may  have  many  nice  little  talks  with 
friends  and  at  times  when  the.  roads,  'weather  or  per- 
sonal 'health  would  not  permit  their  going  to  the  homes 
of  their  friends. 

There  are  many  laughable  things  occur  also.  When 
the  telephone  first  came  into  general  use  in  this  county 
a  well-to-do  farmer  called  for  central  one  day,  she  did 
not  respond.  He  called  again  and  still  no  response. 
Finally  he  said,  "Well,  I  guess  she  has  gone  to  dinner.'* 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  of  the  colored  man  who 
called  a  friend  and  said:     "Is  this  you  Liza? 

She:  "Yes." 

He:    "Well,  I  called  up  to  see  if  you  would  marry 

mc." 

She:     "Deed  I  will.    Who  is  this?" 

A  girl  was  once  talking  to  a  farmer  lad  and  he  jok- 
ingly said,  "throw  me  a  kiss."  She  answered  "I  would 
but  I  am  afraid  the  people  along  the  line  would  get  it." 

Lulu  Clark. 


